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UCAS Deadline January 15th
 What are unconditional offers?  

 
The Complete University Guide has some great advice 
about what happens after you’ve submitted your 
UCAS application  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What Happens Next?  
The first thing to happen after you have submitted 
your application to UCAS is the arrival of a message 
confirming the courses and universities you have 
chosen. 

 
 It is important to check this carefully to ensure there 

is no mistakes.



 Keep your application number safe as you 
will probably need it later.



 The message will also include your application number 
and your password for UCAS Track, the online system 

for following the progress of your application. 

 

 If your application arrived at UCAS close to the main 
deadline (around 50 per cent of applications are 
submitted in the final six weeks before the deadline) 
it can take several weeks before you begin to receive 
correspondence from the universities, as they cope 
with the post-Christmas back-log.



 You can hold onto any offer you receive until all 
your chosen universities have made their decisions
and then you have to choose which ones you want to 
accept. When any decisions do arrive, they will be one 
of the following: 



 Unconditional Offer (U): This means you have 
already met all the entry requirements for the course



 Conditional Offer (C): This means the university will 
accept you if you meet certain additional 
requirements, usually specified grades in the 
examinations you will be taking.



 Rejection (R): This means that either you have not 
got, and are unlikely to get, some key requirement for 
the course or that you have lost out in the competition 
with other applicants.



https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/uni 
versities/applying-to-university-and-ucas-
deadlines/what-happens-next/ 

 
 
 
 
 

 
If you receive an unconditional offer then you have 
already met the entry requirements for a college or 
university – the place is yours if you want it. 

 
If you still have exams to take when you get this offer, 
the results of those exams will not affect whether or 
not you are accepted. 

 
Unconditional offers will come in one of two ways: 

 
 Unconditional offer to study at a university.



 Unconditional offer to study at a university, but only if 
you select that university as your firm choice. If 
you select it as your insurance choice, the offer will 
become conditional (i.e. you must achieve the required 
grades).



There are pros and cons to getting an unconditional 
offer. Most people don’t get them, so it can be a real 
confidence boost knowing that a university wants you 
enough to offer you one. However, you need to make 
sure you carry on working as if you received a 
conditional one for numerous reasons: future 
employers make look at your grades for example. 



How to reply to an unconditional offer 



When you receive an unconditional offer, your instinct 
may be to accept the offer as quickly as possible and 
assure yourself of a place at university. 



However, this is not a decision you should rush. Most 
offers will have a deadline of the May before Results 
Day in August, so you will likely have a couple of 
months to make your decision. You should use that 
time to take the following steps:  

 
1. Find out more 
about the 
university's 
motives 
Unconditional offers 
are much less 
common than 
conditional ones. So,  
if you receive one you should ask yourself: why is the 
university making this offer – is it a genuine recognition 
of your excellent potential, or a pure recruitment 
strategy to entice more high achieving students? 

 
2. Don't let an unconditional offer affect 
your choice of university  
If the offer was just conditional (i.e. with grades 

attached), would you still choose that university? If so, 

then great! Accept the offer and work as hard in your A 
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Levels as possible, secure in the knowledge that 
you have your place. 

 

However, if your real ambitions lie elsewhere, 
choose the university that you really want to go to. It 
may be that achieving a grade or two below your 
offer is still enough to get into your firm choice. 

 

3. Keep working 
hard  
Don’t let an 
unconditional offer 
impact your work 
ethic. If you’ve also 
received conditional 
offers that feel a 
little out of reach, 
use these as a 
motivation to work 
even harder. It could  
mean that by April you feel more confident of 
achieving the conditional offer meaning that you do not 
need to accept the unconditional one. 

 
4. Check scholarships and financial support 
Conditional offers are linked to performance in your A 
Levels,. You can be offered a place based on 
achieving specific grades or UCAS points. In some 
cases, conditional offers can come with a monetary 
incentive if you achieve better than what your offer 
asks for. For example, if you are offered a place with 
ABB, the university may offer you money off your 
tuition fees or a contribution to your maintenance loan 
if you achieve AAB or higher. If you have this sort of 
offer as well as an unconditional one, think carefully 
about which one to accept.  
 

That said, don't let money be the main factor when 
making your decision. If the university that offers you a 
scholarship does not feel right for you, do not go there.  
 
5. Make use of your 

insurance choice If a 

university is making 

you an unconditional 

offer without the need 

to choose it as your 

firm choice, you could 

 

hedge your bets and select that university as your 
insurance choice. This lets you go for your real 
first choice, safe in the knowledge that you have a 
guaranteed backup. 

 

6. Be aware that an unconditional offer is quite 
rare Don't assume that universities will continue to 
make unconditional offers in this way, or that because 
you have high predicted grades you will receive an 
unconditional offer. The criteria used by universities 
are not clear and may change. 

 

7. Seek advice  
Speak to university admissions officers, careers 

 

advisers, friends, family and teachers. They may be 
able to provide a different perspective on the issue. 

 

8. Remember you're in a fortunate position 
Deciding what to do with an unconditional offer is 
tricky, but let's face it – it's a nice problem to have! 
Most applicants won't be lucky enough to receive such 
an offer, and others may not receive any offers at all, 
so stay positive and remind yourself how well you've 
done to find yourself here! 

 

Adjustment  
If you hold an unconditional offer, you may be able to 
use UCAS Adjustment (from A Level Results Day) to 
look at available places at a different university. Some 
students use their unconditional offers strategically as 
a safety net, and shop around for different 
opportunities after receiving their results.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If you do change your mind come Results Day and 

want to attend somewhere different, make sure that 

your decisions are measured and rational. Adjustment 

can be useful in larger cities where there are two or 

more universities in close proximity, and it is easy to 

switch universities if accommodation is not an issue. If 

you wish to live away from home make sure to check 

accommodation availability before making any 

agreements with a university or UCAS.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Smallpeice’s Yr 9 Easter University based residential 
courses which are booking up quickly. These courses 
give students a great opportunity to learn about 
engineering but also provide a great taster of life on 
campus as a student.  



 

 

Yr 9, Intro to Cyber Security 1 - 3 April, Royal 
Holloway, University of London - £210 
 
Get to grips with the risks that threaten the freedom 

and opportunity that come with cyberspace, and 

explore the latest security measures. 

 
Yr 9, Off road Vehicle Engineering 2 - 4 
April, Harper Adams University - £275  
Put your engineering skills into top gear with a course 

that explores the exciting off-road vehicle industry. 

 
Yr 9, Automotive Engineering  
8 - 10 April, University of Warwick - £210 Want 
to make a living working with cars? Get your 
dream career into gear with this hands-on course, 
learning from automotive engineers from top 
companies such as Aston Martin and Jaguar 
Land Rover.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Study in the USA 

 

Applications for their fantastic Sutton Trust US 
Programme for students interested in studying in 
America will be closing at 11.59pm on January 
20th, 2019. 

 

150 students from across the UK will be selected 
to take part in the residential programme. It is 
completely free of charge – 

 

What is it? 

 

The Sutton Trust US Programme is designed to 
support high achieving Year 12 students from state 
schools across the UK to explore US study and access 
leading universities 

 

It includes two residentials in the UK, before all 
students spend a week in the US staying on campus at 
a leading US university and visiting a variety of other 
American universities. An optional second year of the 
programme supports students to apply to US 
universities alongside their UCAS options. 

 

In the past six years, The Sutton Trust have helped 
more than 300 British students get places and 
funding at top US universities. 

 

The Programme is founded and funded by the Sutton 

Trust, the UK’s leading social mobility charity, and 

delivered in partnership with the Fulbright Commission, 

 

who are experts in helping UK students study in the 
US. 

 

How much does it cost for students?  
The programme is free for students – including travel, 
food, accommodation, admissions test preparation and 
more, all costs are covered by The Sutton Trust and its 
donors. 

 

Who are they looking for? 

 

To be eligible to apply, students must: 

 

 Currently be in Year 12
 Have always attended a state school or 

college (non-fee paying) in the UK

 Not hold US citizenship
 Be from a low-income family (generally, this 

will mean a household earning £45,000 or 
less)

 Be interested in US culture and higher 
education 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Additional criteria: they are looking for applicants who 
also meet the criteria below. The more of these you 
meet, the more likely you are to secure a place: 

 

 Would be the first generation of their family 
to attend university

 Have been eligible for free school meals
 Attend a school or college with a below-

average A Level or Higher point score and/or a 
low rate of progression into higher education

 Live in a neighbourhood with a low rate of 
progression into higher education and/or 
a high level of socio-economic deprivation

 Have excellent GCSEs qualifications: 
o England: Have achieved at least eight 

GCSEs at grade A or 7 or above, or 
near this level 

 

When is the deadline for students to apply? 
Students must submit their application by 11.59pm on 
Sunday, 20 January 2019. However, we strongly 
advise they get started earlier, as the application form 
requires some thinking! 

 

Where can I find out more and apply? There’s lots 
more information on their website: 
https://us.suttontrust.com and the application form 
can also be found there. 
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https://smallpeicetrust.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29231bb22067a100fc65a0ad5&id=6bcca59aef&e=cf4eeea3d2
https://smallpeicetrust.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29231bb22067a100fc65a0ad5&id=6bcca59aef&e=cf4eeea3d2
https://smallpeicetrust.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29231bb22067a100fc65a0ad5&id=6bcca59aef&e=cf4eeea3d2
https://smallpeicetrust.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29231bb22067a100fc65a0ad5&id=fa18c187ae&e=cf4eeea3d2
https://smallpeicetrust.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29231bb22067a100fc65a0ad5&id=fa18c187ae&e=cf4eeea3d2
https://smallpeicetrust.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29231bb22067a100fc65a0ad5&id=fa18c187ae&e=cf4eeea3d2
https://smallpeicetrust.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29231bb22067a100fc65a0ad5&id=fa8c8aea28&e=cf4eeea3d2
https://smallpeicetrust.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29231bb22067a100fc65a0ad5&id=fa8c8aea28&e=cf4eeea3d2
http://purepotential-mail.org/_act/link.php?mId=P9301716096819506875414946334118&tId=149052770
http://purepotential-mail.org/_act/link.php?mId=P9301716096819506875414946334118&tId=149052773


 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Student Shadowing 

 

Student Shadowing provides a unique opportunity for 
Year 12 and 13 students from schools and colleges in 
the UK to gain an insight into studying at LSE.  
Students spend half a day at LSE shadowing an 

undergraduate student. As part of the day, they will:  
 

 

 attend an undergraduate lecture
 have a tour of the campus
 quiz students on their university life


Students also have the opportunity to speak to 

someone from Student Marketing and Recruitment 

with any queries or concerns they have about 

admissions and other aspects of studying at LSE. 



We hope that shadowing a student will allow 
participants to make an informed decision 
about whether to apply to LSE. 



In 2017/18, over 500 students took part in 
LSE's Student Shadowing Scheme. 

 

Student Shadowing runs from October to March each 
year and applications are now open for 2018/19. See 
Eligibility and How to apply for further information 
below.  

 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/study-at-lse/meet-visit-and-
discover-LSE/Visit-LSE/Student-Shadowing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Future Insights Years 12 & 13 
 
 

Dates: Wednesday 20th February 2019 
Deadline: Thursday 31st January 2019 
For: Students in years 12 or 13 
Location: 2 King Edward St, London EC1A 1HQ 

 

At Bank of America Merrill Lynch diversity is part of 
their DNA. The diversity of their employees – in 
thought, belief, style, age, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, race, ethnicity, culture, ability and experience  
– makes them stronger, and is essential to their ability 
to fulfil their purpose of making financial lives better, 
and achieve their business strategy of responsible 
growth.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If you are a student studying in years 12 or 13 and are 
keen to understand what it is like to work in an 
investment bank come and join our insight day and 
learn more about our commitment to helping you fulfil 
your career potential. 
 
The day will feature employability skills sessions such 
as team work and application advice as well as panel 
discussions. There will be plenty of opportunity to build 
your student and Bank of America Merrill Lynch 
network. 
 
Please submit your CV and covering letter explaining 
why in 300 words, you would make a great insight 
participant. 
 
Application deadline: 31 January 2019 

 

If you have any questions or queries relating to 
careers please contact the careers leader Kate 

Ward on wardk@haileyburyturnford.com  

mailto:wardk@haileyburyturnford.com

