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KS3 English  

      

KS3 English   
  
Task 1  

 Superhero for a day!   

  
Imagine that you are a superhero for the day and write an imaginative story based on your 
day’s events.   

Follow the task instructions below to help you with your writing.   

  
On the next page of your English exercise book (if you have it) or on a piece of paper, write 
the following:   

  
The date   

The heading: Superhero for the day Home Learning   

  
Task:-  

  
Plan your superhero identity.   

Draw an image of yourself as a superhero.   

Include information on your outfit, your superpowers, any props/weapons you may have 
and your superhero name.   

  
Task:-  

  
Write an imaginative story that describes your day as a superhero. You may want to 

include:  
  
 What a superhero eats for breakfast.   

 The emergencies that you face and have to assist.   

 An enemy or villain that you have to defeat.   

 What a superhero does during a day at school (superpower lessons).   
  

Aim to include:   



 The senses – what you can smell, see, hear, taste and touch (your 

superpowers         may give you super-senses so show this in your 

writing).   

 A range of interesting vocabulary.   

 Paragraphing to organise your writing.   

    
Task 2  

  

Snow Poem   
  
Read the poem below and then write a snow poem of your own.   

  
Only Snow by Allan Ahlberg   
  
Outside, the sky was almost 
brown  The clouds were 
hanging low.   
Then all of a sudden it happened:   
The air was full of snow.   
  
The children rushed to the windows.   
The teacher let them go,   
Though she teased them for their 
foolishness.  After all, it was only snow.   
  
It was only snow that was falling,   
Only out of the 
sky,  Only onto 
the turning 
earth  Before 
the blink of an 
eye.   
  
What else could it do from 
up here,  But fall in its usual 
way?   
It was only weather, really.   
What else could you say?   
  
The teacher sat at her desk   
Putting ticks in a little row,   
While the children stared through the 
steamy glass  At the only snow.   
  
 



Tasks  Write:   

 today’s date   

 The heading - Home Learning: Snow Poem   

  
Reading and Identifying   

Read the poem titled ‘Only Snow’ by Allan Ahlberg.   

Count the number of stanzas (verses) and identify the rhyming pattern.   

What is the poet’s message about the ‘only snow’ in the poem. Does the poet agree with 
the teacher?  

  
Creative Writing   

Write your own poem following the same rhyming pattern and aim to write 3-5 verses 
(depending on how skilful you feel you are in English).   

Use a range of poetic devices, such as:   

 Similes   

 Metaphors   

 The senses   

 Personification  and a range of vocabulary.   

  
Some useful snow words are:   
Drift, float, swirl, whirl, crisp, crunchy, glistening, glittering, glinting, powdery, slushy, untrodden, 

bitter, snowdrift.  

 

Task 3  

News Story Task   

You are to write a news story based on one of the story ideas below:   

 A celebrity has been arrested for spray-painting graffiti  

 A well-known pop star plans to go into space  

 A dog has found some Roman treasure  

  
Plan the details of your story using the grid below. (you may want to copy this out to 
make it larger) and then write the story using the details in your grid and the example on 
the next page to help you with layout.  

  

Headline (Write 3 and choose the best one. Make 

them short and interesting.)  

  



  

  
Example of a newspaper report  

  

Christopher Brodie is this morning celebrating his gold medal success in the paralympics 100m sprint.  

Yesterday, in the packed stadium in Sydney, Australia, where the games have been taking place all week, 
Chris ran the race of his life to cross the line in the gold medal position.  

For any athlete a championship medal is the ultimate achievement, but for Chris it was also the 
culmination of years of determination and courage.The 20 year old was just 5 when he had to have his 
right leg amputated below the knee. The pain caused by his artificial leg was mot enough to stop the 
lively youngster from Motherwell running around living life to the full.  

Who is your story about?    

Where did your story happen?    

On what day did it happen?    

Who else was involved? (Other celebs, police, 

fireman?)  

  

What actually happened?    

Why did it happen?    

Write a quote from someone in your story to 

include in your report.  

  



When he joined the local athletics club he never dreamt that he would end up an Olympic champion.  

Now, thanks to the pioneering work of sports scientists and the doctors at Glasgow’s St Thomas’ 
Hospital, Chris has been able to take advantage of the latest sports technology, a new prosthetic sports 
leg.  

“The new leg is made of lightweight materials and the foot section has as close to normal foot 
movement as an artificial leg can get,” said Ken Brown, one of the doctors who worked on the project. 
Chris backed up Dr. Brown’s claim when he said that the new leg allowed for fluid movement and a 
much less cumbersome running style.  

Certainly, the benefits the artificial leg will bring to sports women and men all over the world could be 

seen yesterday in Sydney, when Chris Brodie showed the world what a powerful combination courage 

and innovation can be.  

Can you identify the WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHY and HOW in this news report?  

• Who is the main person the story is about?  

• What has happened to him?  

• Where did the event take place?  

• When did it happen?  

• Why did it happen?  

• How did it take place?  

Now study the report again. Look closely for the key features of a newspaper report.  

• the headline catches the reader's attention  

• the first paragraph gives the main point of the story and answers the question who  

• the following paragraphs provide answers to the questions what, where, when, why 
and how  

• the paragraphs are short and punchy, giving information in a clear and concise way  

• there are references to what people said, either using direct speech (use of inverted 
commas indicates what Ken Brown actually said) or reported speech (no inverted 
commas  

- the main points of Chris Brodie's speech but not in the actual words he said)  

• use of past tense because the report refers to an event which has already taken 
place   use of columns in accordance with newspaper presentation  

  

  
    

  

  

  



KS3 Mathematics    

KS3 Maths  

All students have access to mymaths (www.mymaths.co.uk), username: notley password: 
square.   

  
Students should review the work covered in the previous week on lessons.   

  
There are lessons to help with the online activities or home learning tasks.   

  
Please use your individual login, and then staff will have a record of the work attempted.  

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/


KS3 Science 

KS3 Science  
  
Please choose activities from the selection below.   

Practising experimental skills and writing them up is an important skill in science and is 
tested in the end of KS3 exams and also at GCSE.  The questions included will help students 
consider the important aspects of an experiment.  A level guide can be found at the end of 
the work below to guide students (and parents) to the level of detail they should include to 
extend their work and meet their target.    

Investigate how the volume of snow (size of size cube) affects how quickly it melts  
  
For this investigation you will need some snow, a container to hold the water as it melts and 
a timer.  

Make a small snow ball, about 5 cm in diameter and place it in the container.  Start the 
timer and record how long it takes for the snow ball to melt at room temperature.  

Repeat the experiment using a snow ball 10cm in diameter.  

Write up what you did:  

• What was the independent variable (the thing you changed)?  

• What was the dependent variable (the thing you measured as the result)?  

• What things did you need to keep the same?  

• What affect did the volume of snow have on the time to melt?  

• Can you explain WHY this happened?  

• Do you think you would have got the same time to melt if you had used another shape 
(e.g. made it into a snow sausage)?  

• What other things might affect the time for the snow to melt that you could investigate?  

  

Investigate how the difference in temperature affects how quickly a hot liquid cools  
  
For this experiment you will need a kettle, a thermometer, 2 - 3 cups of 200ml hot water, a 
timer and 2-3 different places to put the cups.  

• Boil the water in a kettle and measure out 200 ml into each cup.  

• Place 1 cup on the kitchen side, 1 cup outside in the cold and if you have suitable 
warmer place in the house (e.g. on the boiler or in an oven set on a very low 
temperature) place the third cup there.  

• Record the start temperature of the water and leave it for 5 minutes  Record the 
temperature of the water again after 5 minutes  

  
Write up what you did  

  



• What was your independent variable (the thing you changed)?  

• What was the dependent variable (the thing you measured as the result)?  

• What things did you need to keep the same?  

• What affect did the temperature surrounding the cup have on how quickly the water 
cooled?  

• Can you explain WHY this happened using your scientific knowledge?  

• Do you think you would have got the same temperature if you had placed the water in a 
wide bottomed bowl instead? Why?  

 

• What other things might affect the temperature after 5 minutes?  

  
Testing the acidity or alkalinity of different substances around the home  
  
For this experiment you will need to red cabbage and a saucepan to boil it up, a dropper or 
small spoon, the pH comparison chart below and a selection of substances to test.  

your eyes and perhaps use gloves.  Avoid using corrosive chemicals!  

• Boil the cabbage until the water turns a nice blue colour.  

• Save the water and allow it to cool (you can eat the cabbage if you like!)  

• Place small samples of your chosen chemicals into small glasses  

• Add a small amount of cabbage water to each of your selected chemicals and note the 
colour the cabbage water indicator turns.  

• Use the chart above to help you decide if it is a) a strong acid – red, b) a weak acid – 
purple to violet, c) a weak alkali (opposite of an acid – blue) or d) a strong alkali (green)  

  

nvestigate the temperature of water on yeast activity  
  
For this experiment you will need: dried yeast, water, sugar, a measuring jug or similar, 
some straight glasses, a thermometer if you have one (not essential but helpful), a ruler and 
a timer  (instead of the glasses and ruler, you could use clear bottles and put balloons over 
the opening).  

  

• Label your glasses 1, 2, 3 and 4  

• Place 1 teaspoon of yeast and 1 teaspoon of sugar in each glass  

  

SAFETY NOTE: check the bottle and if the substance has a hazard  label, you will need to protect  



• Into glass 1 add 100ml of cold tap water (take the temperature if you have a 
thermometer)  

• Into glass 2 add 100 ml of warm water (35-40 oC if you have a thermometer)  

• Into glass 3 add 100 ml of hot water (about 50-60 oC – it will feel uncomfortably hot to 
your hands)  

• Into the final glass, add 100 ml of boiling water (100 oC)  

• Leave the yeast to get working for 5 -10 minutes and stir so any froth disappears.  

• Every minute for 5 minutes measure the height of the froth in the glass Write up your 
experiment  

Draw a graph of your results   

• Easy – a bar chart – temperature of water on the bottom and a bar to show the height of 
froth at the end.    

• Medium – a line graph – temperature of water on the bottom and maximum height of 
froth on the y-axis  

• Hard – a graph which shows how the height of the froth changed over time:  
   

  

• What was the independent variable (what did we choose to change)?  

• What was the dependent variable (what did we measure for our result)?  

• What things did you need to keep the same?  What might have happened if you didn’t 
keep them same?  

• What affect did the temperature of the water have on yeast?  

• Yeast is a living thing.  Use what you know about living things to explain why the 
temperature of the water had this effect.  

• What could you have done differently to make the results more  o Reliable?  

o Precise?  

  

You could also do this experiment collecting the gas produced in a balloon and measure the 
circumference of the balloon.  

In addition to these experiments, students could use the board game templates to make a 
revision game with questions for their most recent topic to review what they have learned 
or make mindmaps or revision cards - reviewing work regularly is a key part of improving 
recall for tests.  

• Design your game – include information in your most recent topic o What sort of a game 
will it be? o Ludo  

o Snakes and ladders  

o Monopoly  

o Trivial pursuit  Do you need question cards?  

• What will the rules be?  



• How do you know who wins?  

• How will you plan your board layout?  

• Invite a friend round to help you test it out!  

 

There are also some topic relevant worksheets on the student area of the website in the 
science folder which they can try. Science > Year _ > current topic  What students need to 
do for each level in experiments:  

Level  Using investigative approaches  Working critically with the evidence  

1  • Decide how to find out an answer to 
a problem with help  

• Use my senses and simple tools to 

make observations  

• Say what happened in an 
experiment with help  

• Say what has changed when  
looking at objects, living things or 

events  

  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



2  • Say how I could find out an answer 
to a problem or do an experiment  

• Say what I need to measure or 
watch in an experiment to find out 
the answer  

• Use the equipment correctly  

• Make measurements and use units  

• Say what happened in my 
experiment  

• Say whether it was what I expected 
to happen and point out anything I 
didn’t expect  

• Suggest a better way of trying my 

experiment, with help  

3   Name at least one thing I need to 
keep the same in an experiment to 
make it a fair test  

 Choose, with help, some equipment, 
books or websites to use to help me 
do a practical or answer a research 
question   

 Write down what I see in an 
experiment and measure in whole 
numbers to help me answer a 
question  

 Point out some things that might be 

dangerous in an experiment with 

help  

 See patterns in my results from 
tables, pie charts and bar charts  

 Say what I found out in an 
experiment, linking the thing I 
changed to the results  

 Suggest a better way of trying my 

experiment  

4   Decide when it is appropriate to 
carry out fair tests in investigations  

 Choose sensible equipment or 
information sources to answer a 
scientific question  

 Take measurements in an 
experiment or watch changes and 
say what the range and intervals are  

 Point out some things that might be 

dangerous to myself or others in an 

experiment  

 Point out patterns in my results from 
tables and different graphs including 
line graphs  

 Make conclusions from results 
presented in tables and graphs   

 Point out the actual results I have 
used to make my conclusion  

 Suggest a better way of trying my 

experiment giving reasons  

5   Identify the main variables in 
investigations, choosing the most 
suitable to investigate  

 Explain why particular pieces of 
equipment or information sources 
are good to use to carry out an 
investigation or answer a question  

 Repeat observations or 

measurements when necessary, 

choosing suitable ranges and  

 Interpret results presented in 
different ways and identify obvious 
odd results  

 Provide straightforward explanations 
for differences in  
repeated observations or 
measurements  

 Draw conclusions that match the 

evidence and are proven by more 

than one piece of evidence, including 

numerical data and line  



 intervals  

 Suggest ways to keep both myself and 

others safe in an experiment and act 

on them  

graphs  

 Say which parts of my working method 

were effective and which were not , 

making practical suggestions for 

improving them  

6   Use scientific knowledge and 
understanding to plan investigations, 
identifying the main variables and 
saying which are independent and 
which are dependent  

 Explain why I have chosen to carry 
out an experiment in a particular 
way and give reasons for the number 
of observations and measurements I 
want to make  

 Collect data choosing suitable 
ranges, numbers and values for 
measurements and observations  

 Identify several familiar hazards in an 

experiment on my own and take 

action to control them  

 Suggest reasons for limitations or 
inconsistencies in evidence collected 
based on what you I about science  

 Choose appropriate results and 
manipulate them or use them to 
make calculations that are then used 
to contribute to conclusions  

 Draw conclusions that are consistent 
with the evidence collected and 
explain them using scientific 
knowledge and understanding  

 Make valid comments on the quality 

of my data  

7   Formulate questions or ideas that 
can be investigated by synthesising 
information from a range of sources  

 Identify key variables in complex 
contexts, explaining why some 
cannot readily be controlled and 
planning appropriate approaches to 
investigations to take account of this  

 Explain how to take account of 
sources or error in order to collect 
reliable data  

 Recognise the need for risk 

assessments and consult, and act on, 

appropriate sources of information  

 Explain how data can be interpreted 
in  different ways and  
how unexpected outcomes could be 
significant  

 Identify numerical relationships 
between variables,  using them to 
inform conclusions and make further 
predictions  

 Assess the strength of evidence, 
deciding whether it is sufficient to 
support a conclusion  

 Explain ways of modifying working 
methods to improve  
reliability  

  

      

  

  



KS3 Creative Arts  

KS3 Art  
 

Years 7 - 9      

  

Take a virtual trip around some of the UK’s most famous art galleries: www.tate.org.uk, 
www.nationalgallery.org.uk , www.saatchionline.com .  

  

Using the PowerPoint ‘21st Century Artists’ on the VLE, research the work of contemporary 
artists and record your responses to their work.  

  
 
KS3 Music  

Year 7  

  

• Revise Instruments of the orchestra.  What instrument belongs to what family?  

• Listen to various examples of instruments on Youtube to help you identify the sound 
of each instrument  

• Revise basic rhythms  

• Using Youtube, listen to The Four Seasons by Vivaldi (Winter – 1st movement). Write 
a detailed musical description  

  
Year 8  

  

• Revise basic rhythms and notes C-G  

• Practice writing out 2 x 8 bar melodies, using the notes of the chord  

• Using Youtube, listen to The Four Seasons by Vivaldi (Winter – 2nd movement). Write 
a detailed musical description  

• Listen to a piece of music of your choice and write a description of the piece, 
referring to all of the musical elements  

  
Year 9  

  

• Watch a film (or an extract from a film) and write about how the music is used to 
help set the scene.  Put the title of the film in your exercise book and discuss the 
different moods within the film and how the music is used to accompany the action.  
You can complete this as a table if you wish.  If you do not have your exercise book, 
please complete on paper or type up.  

• Listen to a piece of jazz on Youtube.  Write a description of what you hear  

• Research about the history of jazz. Produce either a fact list or you can design a 
poster.  Revise all areas covered this term.  

    

http://www.tate.org.uk/
http://www.tate.org.uk/
http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/
http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/
http://www.saatchionline.com/
http://www.saatchionline.com/


    

        

KS3 Design and Technology  
KS3 D&T    

   
Years 7 – 9   

   
Please complete your personal targets.   

    
    
Years 7 and 8   

    
Continue the tasks from the long home learning assignment   

    
    
Year 9    

Continue practising 3D annotated design work of any products.   

    

    

     



 



 



 



 



 



 



KS3 
Humanities  

    

It’s Snowing,  no 

school!!!  

  

UK weather map for today  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Weather forecast for the next 3 days  

  



Reasons why it’s snowing - what is going on 
with the weather?  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

Who benefits from snow days and why? 

Think of at least 2.  

What disruptions (problems) have there 
been from the snow and where?  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

What is being done to make life easier for 

the public in this weather?  



Check out information at www.bbc.co.uk/weather  
  

  
  

  

    
KS3 History  

Year 7 and Year 8  

Make a ‘Horrible Histories’ style page about your current/ most recent topic.  

These books are interesting, fun and colourful but always based on facts. These websites 
may be helpful to you in finding suitable information.  

http://www.historyonthenet.com/ 

http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/  

Year 9  

Complete further research, or write up information, for your project on ‘A soldier’s life in 
World War  

1’.   

Remember you are writing about a British soldier serving on the western front (France or 
Belgium).   

 
 
KS3 PER  

Students can go onto any of the news websites, e.g.  BBC News and look for any moral or 
ethical issue that they think would be worth discussing.   

  
Students can write a short paragraph outlining the issue and then give their own personal 
response to it.  

   

http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather
http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather
http://www.historyonthenet.com/
http://www.historyonthenet.com/
http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/
http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/


   

KS3 ICT 

  
KS3 ICT  

Create a leaflet or presentation about a ‘snow’ day.  

   

• Maybe you could take pictures or find images you can use.  

  

• Attach to an email and send it to yourself to show your ICT teacher when back in school.  

  

   



 
  

KS3 Modern Foreign 
Languages 

(MFL) 

   
  



 



 



 



 



 



 


