The road to war

The Second World War broke out in early September 1939. Read through the following events leading up to
the war and think about how each ane raised tension and contributed to the war’s outbreak.

There was very little the
allies could do. Hitler claimed
that he had acted ina
reasonable and fair way and
that it was the French who
were being unreasonable.

The League of Nations held a conference encouraging
all nations to disarm. When Hitler became chancellor he
said he would disarm if everyone else did. If they didn’t
then he would disarm to the same level as France. When
France refused Hitler stormed out of the conference and
pulled Germany out of the League of Nations.

—
Mussolini moved his army to the

Austrian border in support of
Austria. Hitler was not ready
to fight so he backed down.

1934: The Bollfuss Affair
Fearful that Hitler would try to unite with Austria in
Anschluss, the Austrian chancellar, Englebert Dollfuss,

banned the Nazi Party in Austria. Hitler ordered Nazis
to cause havoc in Austria and they murdered Dollfuss.
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13 January 1935: The Saar plebiscite Hitler gained valuable
resources, like the coalfields

Under the Treaty of Versailles, the Saar had been
controlled by the League of Nations for 15 years.
In 1935, a plebiscite took place to decide whether
Germany or France should control the area. 90% voted
L for Germany and Hitler used this as propaganda. L
i

of the Saar, and there was
nothing anyone could do
as the plebiscite was fair

and legal.

—
In April 1935 Britain,

France and

ltaly agreed that they
would work together
against Hitler as the
Stresa Front.

March 1935: Rearmament

Hitler held a rally where he announced that he
had been rebuilding the German army and was
reintroducing conscription. He had also started to
develop the Luftwaffe —an air force.

~
June 1935: Anglo-German Naval Agreement Hitler realised that Britain was
i sioned llowing G N allowing him to break the terms
ve
Britain signed an agreement.a owing elrr'nang 0 of the Treaty of Versailles.
a navy that was 35% of the size of the British navy.
.
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® Hitler’s foreign policy aims meant he needed to invade other countries; ta do this he
would need to build an army and to break the terms of the Treaty of Versailles.

* Other countries were reluctant to intervene. Between 1933 and 1935 there was very
little anyone could do to stop Hitler from taking actions that would lead to war.

(%) APPLY

a  Which of Hitler's aims did he try to achieve in the following events? Copy the table
below and complete the second row.

b Which of the terms of the Treaty of Versailles was Hitler trying to break in each event? R ik ol v a%
Add these to the third row. =-‘lj}jﬂ-:-ﬂﬁiﬂfil‘la_ﬂ}!;ﬁ&;@}
There are other causes
of the outbreak of the
Second World War.

Plan two paragraphs

Dollfuss Affair | Saar plebiscite | Rearmament | Anglo-German
Naval Agreement

Hitler's
to explain how

Hitler's foreign policy
Term(s) contributed to the
violated outbreak of the Second
World War. Add anather

= 2 paragraph to this answer
‘Hitler’s foreign policy aims were the main cause of the outbreak of the 4| after you have read
Second World War.’ How far do you agree with this statement? q’é‘ﬂ pages 51-52 about

aim(s)

L
"

SUURCE ANALYSIS

« B A British cartaon

from 1935; the sailor in the
foreground is Britain, next to
him is Germany, and France is
sulking in the background

appeasement.

(@)

Alwaus read the whole

question carefully — it

will give you clues about
what to include. Here, |
it is important that you 1
use evidence fram the

a Labelatleast five features
of Source A, Explain why the
cartoonist has used

this symbolism. source but also your own

4
‘0| knowledge about the

b .
Source A criticises ;
. event. Why did people
the Anglo-German i s
criticise Britain for
Naval Agreement. I .
signing this agreement?
How do you know? - —
THE BOY WHO SHOULDN'T GROW o,
W(n:$~um A;’[’J‘;Ilz)l;l’.rﬁynl”! NEW NAVY HUIT. NOW YOU MUKT PIOElsy ME YOU
o %}:};‘L CWELL, AT ALD RVENTH LS PIDMINE NOT 1O UNLEAS YOD URON miT
%5 =
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The development of tension

l APPLY
SOURCE ANALYSIS 0)

It might help you to
remember that whenever
you are dealing with
demands grew 'LOUDeR’ sources you have to

. remember the ‘three Cs":
might help you to GERMANS b e, i
T orIsss |, = N Content — what evidence

Hitler's aims

Hitler became chancellor of Germany in 1933. His foreign policy aims are summarised below:
itler

) Vv ELUEA:N A British cartoon from 1938; the cartoon is called ‘Nightmare waiting list’

Saying that Hitler's
Lebensraum

o Overturn Versailles

the exam. is there in the source to

support your ideas?
Context — what do you
know about the events
that explain the ideas in
the source?

—

« Unite German speaking people (Volksdeutsche)
i a Greater Germany (this included Anschluss)

©)

ism .
Destroy Commen You can remind yourself

Comment — make sure
all your comments are

relevant to and focused
L on the question. .

what these terms mean

o Rearmament by looking back to

page 14.

'!:”.:_\.;E‘-]-H ."_‘:.:.i.l_ ana reanece :

a Look at Source B. Find the following features:

@ 1 ‘Ali Germans everywhere are mine’ |m@mqaﬁ

| -B.;ita_in and France did not wantto start another war,

so they let Hitler getaway with breaking the Treaty of |
i though it was international law. They . i
| Versailles, even g o

‘ghosts’ holding signs that say 'Polish-Germans Crisis’, ‘Hungarian-Germans Timing is really important

s ion i [ crisis’ etc. |

did this be o to rearm; their armies were not opyeaiort el = .Spend e

|« theyneededtime p more detail on page 40. 3 aswastika - the Nazi flag I
| big enough t0 fight and win awar

ritain thought that Hitler was \ ;
he Treaty of Versailles

4 marks, as you might
run out of time on later
questions that are worth

|« manypeopleinB
' being reasonable because t
had been too harsh

‘ghosts’ with signs that read ‘British Empire Germans Crisis’ and ‘USA
Germans Crisis’

The reaction of the USSR and the USA

5 Hitler. more marks. It's a good
rmed about the USSR and thought : R ofitied : N o
| ey V\{ere Conrdebe a valuable ally against ‘ Joseph Stalin, the.lea(:.Ier oft:e ltJSS &Wafnvljnism b Why do you think the ‘ghosts’ representing the British and USA German Crises idea to practise writing
u itler” om . g ,
[ that H|t|elr co ‘ by Hitler's determlnatpr? to destroy : are positioned where they are? : answers in the time you'd
| Communism duri and by 1935 he was willing to put aside concerns getin the exam — around
i d not afford to go to war auring [ o . . tual c . : - ; :
| & ceuntics C0~U| ;nd their governments were i about Britain and Fr?nce " Ordzrt? SIEn aldmu uljwith Study Source B. Source B is critical of Hitler’s foreign policy aims. five minutes is about right
i WO d ] -
| the Depressnon. P, | assistance treaty with France. Sta |n. wou r How do you know? Explain your answer using Source B and your (ﬂﬂ for a 4-mark question like
| reoccupied with problems atho : the allies to protect the USSR from Hitler. this one
p  could remember the horrors of the First | contextual knowledge. g e
‘ . peoEJdeW ¢t did not want another war ‘ The USA followed a policy of isolationism during the @
I R . g ; d g ; . 5 % |
\ e li . folloljved by Britain and France from 1937 | Depression. In 1934, a poll said that 70% of Americans d Look at Source A. Which of Hitler's foreign policy aims is Source A about? = )?
| ’ Fhirﬁgv:;gas appeasement: they tried to give Hitler ‘ did not want to get involved if a second war.in Europe In the exam you wil be
is

\

e
hat he wanted in the hope of preventing a war. | broke out. ) Study Sources A and B. How useful are SourcesAand Bto a ﬁ% asked how useful two
! O e T S ' historian studying the causes of the Second World War? sources are. Don't forget

h E to think about how the
( APPLY sources link to your own

knowledge of events,
and use the provenance
(remember TAPAS!) to

| . . analyse how useful the
+ & use could be made of the Treaty of Versailles! How each of its points could be branded into .
at a

SOURCE ANALYSIS
Mein Kampf, written by Adolf Hitler, 1925:
v m Adapted from e 192

Wh ) ] sources are.
he hearts and minds of the German people until they find their souls aflame with rage and shame, source
the he

nd a will of gteel is forged with the common cry, ‘We will have arms again!’
a,
J T
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Evacuee Letter

| fJourneg What was the journey like?

e J
(i : . . )
Famll_y Who are the family you are staying with? What are they like?
Are your brothers and/or sisters with you?
\. _ y

m——— S S == =

ﬁ j
Where Where are you living? Is it different to what you are used to? How?

as s v w . bwinkl.co.uk
twinki

Copynght £ 2012 twil

SChOOl What is your school like? Do you like your new teacher?

J
: .
Food Are the meal times different? Is the food different?
\ ; | y
7
Emotions How are you feeling? Are you coping with the changes?
Do you miss anyone? Who?
\ Yy

tWink{ ww w tw inkl.co uk

Copyrighe © 2012 hwirkl
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