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Explanation

What is EPQ?
You will research and create

•An ‘artefact’ (something you’ve made, written, done, performed, sang 
etc) 

•1000 words write up

• Log your thinking.

•Present it

Any topic that allows you to research topic and reach a conclusion
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A personal research journey
• You plan
• Research
• Keep a log of your journey, your struggles, barriers, 

how you overcame them
• Create it/write it
• Evaluate what you have done
• Present it

Marks are for planning, logging and recording your journey as 
much as the end product. 
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How does it work?

•One meeting once a week.
•You start to think of a question 
•You start to research it.
•You will change your question as 

you go along – this is part of the 
process.
•Create/write it

•Some bits of teaching/external 
speaker on academic 
research/essay writing. 
•Review it/amend it.
•Present your project (to a 

suitable audience)
•Submitted in the summer
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Miss, I want to make a games controller

How can a games controller 
be tailored to fit the needs 
of a 10-13 year olds?

The ‘Research’ 

Teaching yourself build and 
programme the controller 
(videos, instruction manuals)

Surveying the age group about 
the controller and their 
needs/wants

Test driving the prototype, 
making observations and 
adjusting it accordingly
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The ‘Research’ 

1.Research film 
techniques/fil
mography

2.Watching 
relevant films!

3.Showing the 
film and 
adjusting based 
on responses.

A short film presenting Ghana in a positive light. 
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The ‘Research’ 

1. Researching 
solutions to mental 
health issues.

2. Researching how to 
write in a way that 
connects with 11-16.

3. Teaching yourself to 
use publisher.

A guide for 12-16 year olds on supporting the elderly with 
loneliness.
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The ‘Research’ 

1.Researching 
Japanese 
mythology.

2.Researching 
mask making 
tools and 
techniques. 

3.Stress testing 
the mask

Making a modern version of a Japanese Oni mask. 
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I want to perform a science experiment

Can I send a weather 
balloon to high altitude 
to record pressure and 
humidity?

Research

1. Educating yourself.
2. Researching other 

experiments.
3. Recording the results .
4. Rerunning  the experiment
5. Submitting your experiment 

to an organisation and 
rerunning the results.
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Successful HT project: The impact 
of technology in sport

Has the impact of technology in sports been positive?.

Reseach

1. Educating yourself 
2. Researching other experiments
3. Recording the results 
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The best EPQs of 2023

•Teaching yourself the piano - leaflet to guide complete 
beginners.

•A piece of art that portrays recovery from abuse.

•A short story to explain the  impact of dementia on families. 

•Researching and testing swimming lessons for 7-8 year olds 
and testing their effectiveness. 
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Other ideas.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHCxaGEKC8A

Video of ideas

• https://thebritishexams.com/epq-artefact-ideas/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHCxaGEKC8A
https://thebritishexams.com/epq-artefact-ideas/
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Why do it?

• It is associated with the most able students.

•Worth half an A-level.

•Some universities make alternative offers to students doing EPQ.

•A chance to explore something of interest to you.

•A chance to get more out of your teachers.

• https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/projects/project-qualifications/EPQ-7993/why-choose

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/projects/project-qualifications/EPQ-7993/why-choose

